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FROM WALT ROSTOV "y.. >^ > 

TO THE PRESIDENT 
INFO GEORGE CHRISTIAN 
CITE CAP82177 

^ E c n C T > 

AUGUST 27, 1968 10:00 A.M. 
SUBJECT: CZECH-SOVIET COMMUNIQUE AND GENERAL SITUATION 

THE CZECH-SOVIET COMMUNIQUE HAS JUST BEEN PUBLISHED IN 
MOSCOW. IT CALLS FOR THE GRADUAL WITHDRAWAL OCCUPYING 
TROOPS — AS THE SITUATION IN THE COUNTRY IS NORMALIZED. 
SOVIET TROOPS ARE NOT TO INTERFERE IN INTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(AND APPARENTLY ARE WITHDRAWING FROM THE CENTER OF PRAGUE). 
THE COMMUNIQUE ALSO SAID CZECH LEADERS HAD "EXPLAINED HOW 
THEY WERE STRENGTHENING THE LEADING ROLE OF THE COMMUNIST 
PARTY AND SOCIALIST INSTITUTIONS IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA. WHILE 
THIS IS NOT EXPLICIT, WHAT IS PROBABLY REFERRED TO IS A CZECH 
ASSURANCE THAT NON-COMMUNIST PARTIES WILL NOT BE ALLOWED 
TO MOVE OUT ON TO THE POLITICAL SCENE. INDICATIONS ARE THAT 
THE CZECHS HAVE AGREED TO IMPOSE SOME SORT OF CENSORSHIP 
TO PROTECT THE WARSAW PACT ALLIES FROM ATTACK AND THE PUBLICATION) 
OK UNPALATABLE TRUTHS. CZECHOSLOVAKIA REMAINS COMMITTED TO 
IMS WARSi\'J PACT, THE EAST-BLOC ECONOMIC SYSTEM AND THE 
GENERAL LINES OF SOVIET FOREIGN POLICY— PARTICULARLY AS 
REGARDS BONN* 
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IN RETURN, THE SOVIETS HAVE ACCEPTED THE CONTINUANCE IN OPPTPf 
OF DUBCEK, CERNIK, SMRKOVSXY AND APPARENTLY EVEN CISAR TO ArJSr 
THESE MEN, BRANDED ONLY DAYS AGO AS TRAITORS TO rnMMnS'TCM ^^^^ 
REPRESENTS A PAINFUL BACK-DOuS. ^ZeJSSSSSakI^ f SIsSIVE 
ACTION PROGRAM IS TO 60 FORWARD AND IN MOST AREAS CITK^L- 
NE\?LY WON FREEDOMS CONTINUE. CITIZENS 

A CONTINUING INTERNAL POLITICAL STRUGGLE IS LIKELY FOR 
EXAMPLE, THE PARTY NEWSPAPER, RUDE PRAVO. HAS APPEARED IlSn^p T»ir 

IHEY «IU BE TRYING TO BUCK AliS^uS^wlSL^kR'^SSiSj. 
;S JSS^HA^"*^^ really agreed to withdraw all their TRSnSI 

^'"^^if"^^ it has elements 

IS THAT CZECH DETERMINATION CoSJJ f.m IS^ REMARKABLE THING 
A REAL COMPROMISE. ' COURAGE AND INGENUITY HAVE PRODUCED 
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